
United States Environmental Protection Agency
Region II

POLLUTION REPORT

Date: Thursday, February 21, 2008

From: Eric M. Daly/Michael Ferriola

Subject: 
Initial PolRep (PJ) Radiological Removal Assessment
Staten Island Warehouse Site (AKA Richmond Terrace Radiological Site)
2351 Richmond Terrace, Staten Island, NY
Latitude: 40.6394333
Longitude: -74.1416833

POLREP No.: 1 Site #:
Reporting Period: 01/29/08-02/20/08 D.O. #:
Start Date: 2/20/2008 Response Authority: CERCLA
Mob Date: 2/20/2008 Response Type: Emergency
Demob Date:  NPL Status: Non NPL
Completion Date:  Incident Category: Removal Assessment
CERCLIS ID #: Contract #
RCRIS ID #:  

Site Description
• The property in question is located in the Borough of Richmond, County of Richmond, Staten
Island, NY (The Site).   In the early 1940's, the site was used by African Metals for the off-loading
of Manhattan Engineering District (MED) Materials such as ore.  This ore was rich in
Uranium.  The DOE surveyed this property as being contaminated with radiation. From the
information provided, it appears the Site is now divided into three parcels.  One portion is owned
by port authority, another was eventually utilized as a truck terminal, and the parcel across the
street is a Federal Express Building with an empty lot next door.

• According to records acquired by OSC Ferriola, John Scaramella sold one portion of the property
to James Von Dollen on July 23, 1986.  The street address of this parcel is 2351 Richmond Terrace
and the Block/Lot numbers are Block 1105/Lot 26 in Richmond Borough, Richmond County,
NY.  This would become the Dolan Transportation Services, Inc. site.

• NYSDEC performed an assessment of the Dolan Transportation property on July 22, 1992.  DEC
used a Ludlum Model 2221 (NaI, Fiddler) to measure gamma readings of the surface soil.  DEC
discovered several areas with survey readings of at least three times the normal background
level.  One reading was over 160 times that of background.  The NYSDEC recommended a
cleanup in the August 18, 1992 report.

• The NYSDEC made another Site visit in 2003.  DEC surveyed the parcel next to the Federal
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Express Building.  There were no gamma radiological readings that exceeded natural background
levels for that area.  DEC requested that the property owner hire a consultant to do further
radiological investigation prior to development.

Current Activities
• January 2008, USEPA ERRD Director attended an Environmental Justice meeting.  The
Richmond Terrace Property was brought up by a concerned citizen and EPA was requested to
investigate this site.

• January 31, 2008, USEPA Representatives (Daloia, Ferriola, Daly) held a phone conference with
John Mitchell (NYSDEC).  John Mitchell wrote the 1992 NYSDEC Inspection Field
Report.  Historical information, field report, and other pertinent information were relayed by Mr.
Mitchell.  A radiological site assessment was tentatively scheduled for the week of February 18,
2008.

• February 12, 2008, representatives from USEPA, NYSDEC, and NYCDOHM (among other
local, state, and federal agencies) attended a DOE Exercise Planning Meeting in Albany, NY for a
June 2009 radiological exercise unrelated to the Richmond Terrace planned assessment.  Mr.
Mitchell (NYSDEC), Joe Defranco (NYCDOHMH Survey Team Member), Eric Simpson (USEPA
Health Physicist), Mike Ferriola (USEPA OSC), and Eric Daly (USEPA OSC) were all attending
this meeting.  The parties discussed personnel availability, site history, soil sampling, and potential
gamma spectroscopy laboratory analysis by the State DOH lab in Albany, NY.

• February 14, 2008, after many correspondences and coordination from all agencies:
o All personnel requested to participate in this initial assessment were given authorization.
o NYSDEC coordinated with NYSDOH laboratory to accept approximately ten (10) surface soil
samples for gamma spectroscopy analysis.  NYSDEC personnel will transport the samples to the
Albany, NY laboratory for analyses.
o NYCDOHMH Mobile Detector System (MDS) will be utilized to survey the accessible land (i.e.
Parking lot surfaces) and provide a map illustrating areas with above background readings.  
o USEPA made contact with the current trustees for the James Von Dollen Estate and were given
verbal access to the Dolan Transportation Property on February 15, 2008.
o NY/NJ Port Authority granted USEPA access to the Port Authority portion of the property in
question (Block 1105/Lot 51).
o USEPA Public Affairs Officials are aware of the assessment.

• February 15, 2008, EPA Public Affairs contacted the Office of Staten Island Borough President,
Molinaro.
• February 18, 2008, OSC Daly contacted local officials (Police Department, Fire Department,
Medical Center)

• February 20, 2008, A Radiological Site Assessment was performed on Block 1105/Lots 26 and
51 (Dolan Transportation and Port Authority of NY/NJ, respectively).  The following Agencies
were present during this investigation:  USEPA Region 2, NYSDEC Bureau of Radiation-Albany,
NY and NYSDEC Region 2, NYC Dept of Health-Office of Radiological Health, Port Authority of
NY/NJ, FDNY, and a representative from Dolan Transportation Services.  Verbal access was
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granted by the Dolan Transportation representative.
o The NYC Dept of Health representative performed a mobile radiation survey with mapping,
utilizing their Mobile Detector System (MDS) with GPS capability.  The MDS was deployed in an
SUV and driven over a large area of Lot 26 (Dolan property).  The area surveyed by the MDS was
essentially a flat paved/gravel area used for parking trucks and tractor/trailer vehicles.  Mapping
with results will be provided in a subsequent report by the NYC Bureau of Radiation within the
next two weeks.

o A ground survey was performed on a sparsely vegetated/wooded area using handheld radiation
instrumentation, specifically a Berkeley Nucleonics SAM 940, Ludlum 19 and Ludlum 2221 with a
2X2 NaI probe.  Approximately five areas with significantly elevated readings above background
were detected and marked with survey flags.  The Ludlum 2221 and Ludlum 19 readings were
recorded on a separate data sheet and included with a Chain of Custody for soil sample
collection.  The handheld instrument surveys were performed on both the Dolan and Port Authority
Lots by EPA and NYSDEC personnel.  Elevated readings, significantly above background, were
detected only on the Dolan property.

o Soil samples were collected from hot spots identified by handheld survey instruments on the
Dolan property.  Five areas were identified with handheld instrumentation and soil samples were
collected for gamma spectroscopy analyses by the NYSDOH lab in Albany.  The areas with
elevated readings were on the northern and western boundaries of the property and along the Kill
Van Kul in an area approximately 75X150’.  The Ludlum 2221 readings for these areas ranged
from 204088 counts per minute (CPM) to 723223 CPM. A Ludlum 19 was also used to verify the
elevated readings in these selected sample points.  Those readings ranged from 30 micro
Roentgens/hr to 600 micro Roentgens/hr. Two additional soil samples were collected from other
areas in proximity and these readings ranged from 12619 CPM to15676 CPM (Ludlum 19 readings
ranging from 15 micro Roentgens/hr to 20 micro Roentgens/hr).  All Ludlum 2221 counts were
obtained for one minute and on contact.  A SAM 940 unit (Gamma Isotope Identifier) was also
used to survey the areas were increased gamma readings occurred.  Ra-226 was identified.  Results
for the soil analyses are expected within two weeks.

Planned Removal Actions
None at this time

Next Steps
o A portion of the existing 8’ high chain link security fence along Richmond Terrace is in need of
repair to prevent unauthorized access to the vacant property.  The Trustee for Dolan Transportation
agreed to have this repair made within the next 2-3 weeks.  With the repair of this section of fence,
the site will be secured.
o All reports, including soil analytical data, and fence repairs by the Trustee are expected to be
received or completed within the next 2-3 weeks.  This information will be shared with all agencies
and a determination will be made if any further actions are required.

Estimated Costs *

 Budgeted Total To Date Remaining % Remaining

Extramural Costs

http://epaosc.org/sites/3814/files/RichmondTerraceRad_epa_polrep_1.htm

3 of 4 10/15/2014 8:18 AM



Intramural Costs

 

Total Site Costs $0.00 $0.00 $0.00 0.00%

* The above accounting of expenditures is an estimate based on figures known to the OSC at the
time this report was written. The OSC does not necessarily receive specific figures on final
payments made to any contractor(s). Other financial data which the OSC must rely upon may not
be entirely up-to-date. The cost accounting provided in this report does not necessarily represent an
exact monetary figure which the government may include in any claim for cost recovery.
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